FOUR       TALES        BY       ZELIDE

of every woman to be virtuous.    She has not
chosen it, but most men have not chosen their
profession.   Their parents, circumstances, usually
make this choice for them before they are of an
age to judge or to choose.    A woman also is
repaid by the fad that she is a woman.   Are we not
almost entirely dispensed from heavy work?   Do
not men protect us against heat, cold, and fatigue?
And are there many men so impolite as not to
cede to us the best pavement, the least stony path,
the most comfortable place?   If a woman permits
no slur on her conduct, on her reputation, she
must be m other respects very odious, very dis-
agreeable, not to find consideration everywhere;
and then, is it nothing, after having attracted a
good man, to fix him, to be chosen by him and by
his parents to be his companion?   Imprudent girls
please even more than others; but it is rare that a
man's infatuation goes so far as marriage and
even  rarer that,  after  marriage,  a humiliating
repentance does not punish the woman for her
seductiveness.    Dearest Cecilia! one moment of
that sensibility to which I did not wish you to
yield, has often caused girls who were amiable
and not vicious, to lose an advantageous estab-
lishment and the hand of the man whom they
loved and who loved them."

" What!   This sensibility that they inspire, that
they seek to inspire, estranges men? "

" It frightens them, Cecilia; up to the moment
when there is a question of marriage men wish
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